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manian jurisdiction, the principal role played by the
Republic in the cooperative enterprise of reducing the
Central Powers was to crack down on possible saboteurs
and enemy agents, and to furnish all possible aid to the
"Bunker System" which the United States and Great
Britain centered in the Caribbean to control routings of
neutral vessels and thus prevent their employment in any
fashion that might give aid to the Central Powers.
The numerous persons of Teutonic background resident
in Panama who were suspected to be actual or potential
agents of the Fatherland were arrested immediately after
the declaration of war.25 In many cases the arrests were
actually made by United States officers accompanied by
Panamanian police.26 After a period of internment27 they
were all turned over to United States military authorities
and removed to New York. Secretary of State Lansing
assured the Panamanian government that the United
States would save Panama harmless from any claims which
might be pressed against her after the war for releasing
these people to North American custody.28 Secretary
Lansing took the position that tibe two allied nations had a
right to transfer "civilian internees" between their juris-
dictions as an act in furtherance of their joint prosecution
of the war, so long "as no changes in their legal status
should occur."29
Through neutral intermediaries Germany bitterly pro-
tested the removal of these persons to New York as a gross
violation of international law.30 The United States obvi-
ously did not feel as confident of the legal grounds for its
action as the assertions of Secretary Lansing would indi-
cate. This is shown by the fact that after the cessation of
hostilities all persons who had originally been arrested
within the jurisdiction of Panama were returned to the
Isthmus and released upon the soil of the Republic.31 I